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OPENING OF HOLY DOOR DURING THIS JUBILEE YEAR OF  

500 YEAR OF CHRISTIANITY IN THE PHILIPPINES 
 

 

Let us reflect when we walk through the Holy Door of the Jubilee Churches and 

Shrines in our Diocese of Balanga. 

When our Jubilee Churches and Shrines open her Holy Doors ... it means that she 

knows everybody and invites everyone. The Church welcomes and accepts all. She 

recognizes all as her children. So, for her there is no barrier, no separation. There is no 

distance, no discrimination. She makes everybody feel at home with her, regardless of 

social position, conditions and orientations. And she treats and accepts all equally, 

regardless of contributions and connections.  

Thus, all must acknowledge that God is reaching out to all. God continually searches 

for all, and includes all in His great plan of salvation. Thus, no one is left behind. No one 

is excluded. No one is ignored or abandoned. The Church wants all to feel comfortable 

with God and to be consoled by God. God is indeed open to all. God is truly for all.  

When our Jubilee Churches and Shrines open her Holy Doors... it means that we can 

experience a passage from failures to success, from defeats to victories, from sin to grace. 

Our Jubilee Churches and Shrines open her Holy Doors and so we are invited to rest, to 

renew and to refresh our life and our hearts in God.  

God indeed wants us to be inspired, not discouraged; to be motivated and not 

disappointed; to keep on moving, and not regressing. God never gives up on us. God 

never quits on us. God never abandons nor leaves us. He continues to hope in us, to open 

His heart to us, to lay down His life for us. 



 
 

 

When our Jubilee Churches and Shrines open her Holy Doors...  it means that God is 

there, waiting for us. God is always watching us. God is ready to walk with us so as to 

lead us back to the gates of heaven.  

There is this very impressive and very important well known painting, The Light of 

the World of Holman Hunt in 1854. In that painting, Jesus appeared thorn-crowned, 

carrying a lantern and knocking at a closed door. Someone asked the painter, "Why is 

there no handle on the door?" Mr. Hunt replied, "We should open the door for Him. The 

handle is on the inside!"  

When our Jubilee Churches and Shrines open her Holy Doors... Now is our turn. Now 

is our time...to open our hearts to Christ as our “gifts to give.” 
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